
Agenda Item No._____________ 
 

File Code No.  540.03 
 

 

 

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 
 
 COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

 
 
 

AGENDA DATE: March 20, 2012 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Water Resources Division, Public Works Department  
 
SUBJECT: Cachuma Conservation Release Board Amended Fiscal Year 2012 

Budget  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That Council ratify the amended Fiscal Year 2012 Budget for the Cachuma 
Conservation Release Board.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Cachuma Conservation Release Board (CCRB) is a joint powers agency formed by the 
City of Santa Barbara, Goleta Water District, and the Montecito Water District. CCRB 
was established to represent its members in protecting their Cachuma Project water 
rights and other related interests. CCRB's activities are funded by its members.   
 
The Cachuma Project was constructed by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation during the 
early 1950's to provide a reliable water supply for the South Coast of Santa Barbara 
County and a portion of the Santa Ynez Valley. Since that time, the Cachuma Project 
has operated in accordance with a series of water rights orders issued by the State 
Water Resources Control Board (State Board). Since 2003, the State Board has been in 
the administrative process of revising the current water rights order and has been 
drafting an Environmental Impact Report (EIR).  In January 2012, the State Board 
issued a notice scheduling a hearing to decide whether to enter the Final EIR on this 
matter into the administrative record for the Cachuma Project. 
  
CCRB has been closely involved in all facets of the water rights order process and will 
provide expert testimony at this hearing. At the time that the fiscal year 2012 budget 
was developed it was unclear whether there would be any formal action on this issue 
during the fiscal year.  Consequently, funding for the expert testimony was not included 
in the budget.  On March 8, 2012, the CCRB voted to amend the budget to include 
funds for this expert testimony.  The CCRB budget must be ratified by all of the member 
agencies.   
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BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION: 
 
The budget adjustment will increase the City’s contribution to CCRB by $81,727. There 
are adequate funds in the Fiscal Year 2012 Water Fund operating budget to cover this 
expense.  
 
 
ATTACHMENT: Cachuma Conservation Release Board Final Budget Fiscal Year 

2011-12 
 
PREPARED BY: Rebecca Bjork, Water Resources Manager  
 
SUBMITTED BY: Christine F. Andersen, Public Works Director 
 
APPROVED BY: City Administrator’s Office 
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